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PART OUI 
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The meeting convened in the early afternoon of Friday, March 20, on the 
hospitable campus of Hartford Seminary Foundation. Comfortable living quarters, 
conference rooms and refectory were all made available to the fifty-one delegates 
who attended. A notable group was present - missionaries, leaders in Moslem work, 
and other interested men and women of the churches and student groups: 


John S. Badeau 

American University at Cairo 
Moses Bailey 

Hartford Seminary Foundation 
May S. Blauvelt 

Secretary,"The Moslem World" 
EK. W. Capen 

Kennedy School of Missions 
Alden H. Clark, American Board 
Elmer H, Douglas, Algeria 
Charles H. Fahs 

Missionary Research Library 
H. A. Gleason, Jr., student 
Je.0;) Glessner, Irag 
C. W. Iglehart, Methodist Board 
Mr. .and Mrs... Re. H. Joyce 

China Inland Mission 


Mr.and Mrs. Mervin A, Keislar, students 
Mr. and Mrs. James K. Lyman, Turkey 
Selma Melkie, student 
Malcolm Pitt, Kennedy School of Missions 
R. H. Potter, Hartford Theological Seminay 
Mrs. L. P. Rice, lay woman 
Henry H. Riggs, Algiers 
Frances E, Roberts, student 
Henry A. Schultz, student, India 
W. G. Shellabear 
Hartford Seminary Foundation 
Mrs. Harold Storm, Arabia 
W. A. Stoltzfus, Syria 
J. Doane Stott 
Kennedy School of Missions 
Mrs. John Van Ess, Iraq 
Abraham J, Thottingal 


Mrs, Everett E. Kent,American Board student, India 

Marcia J. Lowell Walter B, Wiley, formerly Turkey 
Hartford Seminary Foundation J. Christie Wilson 

Robert Marble, student Princeton Theological Seminary 

Lois D. Kingan, Egypt Gloria M. Wysner, Algeria 


Committee members present 


Fred Field Goodsell, Chairman R. S. McClenahan 
R. W. Barstow diy Merrid, 
R. W. Caldwell Irene Sheppard 
B. C, Calverley Wilbert B. Smith (representing F.V.Slack) 
A. V. Casselman Herrick B. Young 
T. S. Donohugh A. L. Warnshuis 
Mabel E. tmerson sue Weddell, Secretary 
Pra TMOTD 


After a devotional period led by the chairman, Dr. Goodsell, the group 
proceeded to a discussion of five major topics: 


A. MISSIONARY PERSONNEL 
After a brief but comprehensive presentation by Herrick Young of the 


pressing needs in missionary personnel and training there was general discussion 
largely centcring around two points: 


fe 


(1) The unprecedented opportunity for special training afforded 
by war-time conditions which detain an unusual number of 
missionaries in America. 


(2) The need for concerted action in training. 
Four points were emphasized: 


su The group was convinced that there should be longer, richer training, 


with a greater emphasis on Islamic culture, politics, etc., without lessening 
zeal for Christian evangelism. 


om It was felt that more education as to the nature of Moslem work is 
needed in the home church, so that candidates can be intelligently supported. 


oy It was the unanimous conviction of the group that a more consistent 
and energetic appeal to students would not be futile but that they will respond 
eagerly to the immediate needs of the world situation. The conference urged 
that the claims of the Moslem world be put more clearly and definitely before 
Student Volurteer groups. 


Ae There were many expressions of interest and approval on the question 
of the massing of recruits for Moslem work, in one or more schools, for train- 
ing and preparation for the sake of group solidarity end mutual understanding 
both here and later on the field. 


B. INTERPRETING THE MOSLEM TASK 
Tne evening was given over to a review of several current new books: 


Abs Women in Islam, by V. Rs and L. Bevan Jones, was interestingly re- 
viewed by Mrs. Harold Storm who spoke of it as of very good background and 
revealing the social and religious life of iloslem women in India. It is the 
result of years of experience in-India and hus grown out of a careful study 
of Islam in history and in present-day practise. A most outstanding feature 
of the book is the wealth of quotations from current Moslem literature which 
show the trend of thought among Mohammedans today. A supplement, "The 
Approach to Moslem Women", has been published and is strongly recommended for 
the use of all Christian women who have association with Moslem women. 
(Copies of both book and supplement arc being ordercd from the India press.) 


2. Dr. John Van Ess sent an appreciation of Dr. J. Thayer Addison's 
book, "The Christian Approach to the Moslem" which Mrs. Van Ess presented. 
Page proofs were before the conference and it vas announced that the book 
would be off the press.in May (price $3.50), The Committce was reminded 
that the publishing of thc book was madc possible largely by funds raised 
by Miss Tyler and Dr. Addison and members were urged to promote its salc, 
especially among missionaries. 


This valuable book, as indicated by Dr. Van Ess, has gathered into 
one volume material which was scattered through many volumes and veriodicals. 
The author has added comments and conclusions of his own after having sifted, 
weighed and evaluated the material. The result is an informing and very 
stimulating book, in three parts: | 
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Part 1 - contains a review of twelve centuries of background with 
Chapters on: 


Christianity and the Rise of Islam 

Christian and Moslem from the early conquests to the Crusades 
The Period of the Crusades 

Ranion Lull 

Christian and Moslem in Spain 

The Period of Ottoman Supremacy 

The Jesuits at the Mughal Court 


WUHAN WN 


All of the above is presented in such a condensed yet illuminating form that 
the missionary cannot afford not to refer to it constantly in order to refresh 
his mind by better knowledge of the historical background of his ficld and 

his task. 


Part 2 - gives a historical summary of modern missions to Moslems in 
eight typical countries: Turkey, Syria, Egypt, Iran, Arabia, Netherlands 
Indies and Negro Africa. 


Part 3 - deals with Problems and Policies. In the Foreword the missionary 
motive is analyzed, fairly and in some cases sententiously. The problems are 
faced without flinching, and the possible aspects of the message express the 
whole range of missionary practise. The last chapter is on the Care of Con- 
verts, 


An excellent bibliography accompanies the volume, 


Due to a lnst moment cancellation the reviewer of Dr. Zwemer's book, 
"The Cross Above the Crescent", was not present. Mr. RR, H. Joyce, one of the 
missionaries in attendance, offered to bring a short review, however, and 
spoke of its keyword as “urgency" and its purpose to "help mobilize prayer 
for the Moslem world." Many in the conference spoke of this book as a very 
Significant contribution to the literature on Islam, 


Dr. Calverley spoke bricfly on the "Moslem World" Quarterly and its 
progress. 


Discussion of the evening's theme raised the question, How impress the 
home church with the urgency of the need of people of the Moslem world? The follow- 


ing concrete suggestions were made: 


ag That the Committee work out a plan to make Dr. Addison's book avail- 
able to the largest possible constituency. 


ae That selected books on Moslem themes be included on denominational 
reading lists. 


3 That public libraries be asked to secure more books on Moslem life. 


4. That a picture booklet of the type of "The Amazing Chinese" (M.E.M.) 
be published for general use in the churches. 


ay That an author be sought to write a novel depicting Moslem life. 


6, That Miss Ruth Woodsmall's book, "Moslem Women", be promoted more 
generally with a study guide to its use. 


4, 


in That M.E.M. materials now available be promoted for use in 
small groups. 


Cy CHRISTIAN MOSLEM RELATIONS 


Dr.J. E. Merrill presented the following report of the subcommittee 
appointed to revise the"1916 Booklet" and care for related matters: 


This report may be presented best against its historical background. At 
the meeting of the Committee on Work Among lioslems held October 2, 1939, in 
New York, a subcommittee was appointed to consider "New Emphases in Work Among 
Moslems." This action was in line with discussions at the Madras Conference 
which had canvassed the same subject with reference to other areas. At the 
meeting on March 8, 1940, the subcommittee reported. The substance of most 
of its findings has been embodied in "A Call to the Church of Christ for a 
New Concern about the Moslems", presented in revised form at the meeting of 
October 24, 1941. 


At the ieeting on March 8, 1940, the same subcommittec was instructed 
to plan for a radical revision of the booklet published in 1916-17 by the 
Board of Missionary Preparation on "The Presentation of Christianity to 
Moslems." Plans for such revision were reported to the confcrence at Hart- 
ford in November, 1940, but after reconsideration the subcommittee was in- 
structed to arrange for a reprinting of the essential text of the booklet and 
a bibliography, making only such alterations as developments of the last 
twenty-five years might render inevitable. 


The idea of radical revision reappeared, however, in the form of two 
questions which were referred to the same subcommittce for investigation 
and recommendation: 


1. For what further helps, other than the 1916 Booklet, 
is need felt? 

2. Are there adequate reasons for undertaking a comprehensive 
restudy of Christian-Muslim relations, from the point of view of 
the Christian missionary enterprise? 


Steps taken by the subcommittee regarding these matters have been as 
follows: 


1. The chairman of the subcommittee was instructed to prepare the 
essential text of the 1916 Booklet for reproduction by 2 photostatic 
process. At the meeting of the Committee on Work Among Moslems held 
October 24, 1941, it was suggested that the reprint might appear in the 
"Moslem World". Accordingly a copy of a revised text has been submitted 
to the editors. 


as The opinion having been expressed that a inanuscript already »ore- 
pared by Dr. J. Thayer Addison would meet the immediate need for further 
helps, if it could be published, Miss Tyler indicated hor willingness to 
seek the funds which would make this possible, and she ‘vas authorized so 
to do. At the meeting of the Committee on Work Among Moslems held October 
24, 1941, she reported that the funds had been secured and that the book 
was to be published by the Columbia University Press. 
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ie A survey was authorized among persons in America with experience 
among Moslems regarding further helps needed and regarding the proposal 
that a comprchensive restudy of Christian-Moslem relations be made. In- 
quiries were addressed to some cighty individuals, about half of whom 
replied, about thirty with answers to the inquiries. A digest of these 
answers was presented to the Committee on Work Among Moslems at its mecting 
on October 24, 1941, and the report was referred back for completion, and 
for recommendations which we would now submits: 


I. The subcommittee would recommend that cooperating societics 
give attention to the problem of making available to missionarics on 
the field essential books of reference and other literature on Islam. 
In this connection there is need for the preparation of minimum lists 
(of required reading?) for beginners and for older students, and for 
station and mission libraries. 


II. The subcommittee would recommend that publicity be given 
the list of subjects regarding which a need for further helps has 
been expressed, If published in the "Moslem World" and clsewhere, 
information may result of books already in print which meet the need, 
or of studies that are in progress, and scholars may be stimulated 
to make investigations along these lines. 


ITI. As to the proposal that a comprehensive restudy of 
Christian-—Moslem relations should be undertaken, a large majority 
of those replying favor such a restudy. The reasons given are 
various, as reference to the digest will show. 


We note that problems already have been brought to the attention 
of the committee, e.g., concerning the aim and methods of work among 
Moslems, and the possibility of a non-controversial basis in this 
work, which call for the assembling of data and their careful con- 
sideration before objective and profitable discussion can be had. 


Further, we observe the following passages in the minutes of 
the meeting of the committec on October 24, 19413 


(a) The secretary was asked to review the minutes of 
the executive committee of March 15, when.... the executive 
committce (discussed what should be the major functions of the 
Committee on Work Among Moslems, and the following statement 
was adopted for presentation to the Committee of Reference and 
Counsel: "The Committee on Work Among Moslems shall have as 
its major functions the following: 1. To conduct an on-going 
study of the issues involved in the conduct of Christian 
missions among Moslems, " 


(b) Following the reading of the minutes, there was dis- 
cussion of the dutics, status and procedure of representative 
committces. In the discussions the following items were 
stressed; ...."4. It should make a constant restudy of Moslem- 
Christian relations. " 


We would therefore suggest the setting up of a continuing "Study 


Group" as the agent of the Committee in carrying out the general policy 
indicated in these minutes. 
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In case this is done, the subcommittce would recommend that 
the project..of a comprehensive restudy of Christian-—Moslem rela- 
tions from the point of view of Christian missionary effort be 
referred to this Study Group, on which leadership in such a re- 
study naturally would devolve. 


Following the reading of the report and on request of the group Dr. 
Merrill gave a most profound and significant presentation of Christian-Moslcm 
relations growing out of his rich experience and life-long study. The confer- 
ence was deeply moved and greatly helped. The three recommendations of the re- 
port were briefly discussed, approved, and referred for action to the Moslem Con- 
mittee scheduled to meet at the close of the conference, 


ie CHRISTIAN LITERATURE 


The conference had before it two questions submitted to the Moslem Com- 
mittee by the Committee for Christian Literature of the International Missionary 
Council, namely: 


1. What would this committee like to see done in the way of Christian 
literature for Moslems through a unified approach for a period of five years? 


2. If the committce had available right now $5,000.00 for Christian 
literature what would be their recommendation for its use? 


Dr. John Badeau spoke on the subject stressing particularly the need for: 


a. A unificd approach 
b. A clearing house of what is available 
c. An incuiry to discover the effectiveness of what is put out 


More specifically he indicated the necd for the following: 


ae Lexus On euien lite of TOnrisy 
b. Books on basic national ideals, e.g. freedom .f thought 
¢. Books on basic religious problems for use in schools 


Dr. Calverley and others spoke of additional nceds such as: children's 
picture materials, women's books and magazines, devotional literature, newspaper 
evangelism, 


Iwo very specific problems in this field were raised, — the problem of 
distribution, and the urgent need of the Near East Christian Council for increased 
support for its office expense and secretarial help. The N.E.C.C. was recognized 
as the chief agency through which the Moslem Committee proposes to carry through 
its program of Christian literature and the strengthening of its personnel and 
budget were strongly urged. This important matter was referred to the committee 
for implementation. 


Be RELATION OF GOVERNMENTS TO MISSION WORK 


The. attached . document was before the conference, prepared by Dr. A. L. 
Warnshuis, who spoke further and lead a general discussion on the subject. 


if 
PlseR Tee 


Growing out of these discussions the Findings Committce (Charles H. Fahs, 
chairman, Wilbert B. Smith, Mrs. L. P. Rice) presented the following: 


FINDINGS 


1 It appeared to be the common judgment that few if any generali- 
zations about the women of Islam are to be trusted. In practically every 
case conditions among Moslem women should be presented in relation to the 
particular areas concerned. 


In some areas Moslem women are unveiled, have opportunities for 
education and move freely in mixed social groups. In other regions the 
most rigid restrictions still prevail. If any generalization at all is 
to be made,so far as testimony was given, it is that throughout the Moslem 
world women are still grievously depressed, and relatively speaking little 
progress toward higher standards of life has as yet been made. 


2. It appeared to be the clear judgment of the group that ea fresh 
interpretation of conditions among women of the Moslem world is needed 
for the people of North America. Whether this interpretation should be a 
friendly and understanding, though realistic, presentation of the Moslem 
scene on the feminine side or whether it should be a presentation of the 
present missionary approach to Moslem women was not clearly indicated, 


3. Dr. John E. Merrill's presentation of Christian-Moslem relations 
appealed to the conference as greatly challenging and as far-reaching in 
Significance, What hesitation was expressed grew out of a certain skep- 
ticism as to the usefulness and effectiveness of scholastic studies as such 
in the kind of world in which we are living. The proposal for a contin- 
uing study group, however, was gencrally approved. 


4. The conference cane to no common mind as to emphases in the 
production and distribution of Christian literature for Moslems. Many 
worthful suggestions were made and expericnce in this type of work, es- 
pecially in Egypt and in Persia, was dravm upon. 


5. Dr. Warnshuis. in presenting the question of "Governments and 
Christian Missions in Muslim Lands", raised the issue hether or not the 
time has come for missions to cease calling upon the home governments of 
the missionaries to interfere in any way on behalf of minorities in the 
lands to which the missionaries go, and on behalf of missionary freedom 
in general. Without general agreement the trend of conviction appeared 
to be in favor of the position taken by Dr. Warnshuis and especially in 
the direction of enunciating some universal principles that should apply 
alike to all nations, peoples and religions. 


The conference adjourned at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 21, after a 
period of prayer. 


SUE WEDDELL, Secretary 


ML 3 


GOVERNMENTS AND CHRISTIAN MISSIONS IN MUSLIM LANDS 


A fairly complete statement of the facts relevant to this subject is to be 
found in Volume 6 "The Church and the State" of the "iladras Series" - Chapter VI, 
"iluslim Lands" pp 59-150, 


Another essential book is "Some Aspects of Religious Liberty or Nationals in 
the Near Last" by .irs iielen Jlarkson Miller Davis. 

These tv books supply statements of facts, documents, and a review of the 
administration of the laws that are fundamentally necessary for any understanding 
of the problems or vor any discussion of cesirable action, 


The following brief statement is a part of a memorandum prepared by a Study 
Group in Cairo, igypt. It is extracted from an unpublished manuscript: 


islam and the International Order 


(1) Historically, the question arises whether Islem was meant at the outset 
to be a universal religion, or whether it was essentially national, i.e., a 
religion for the Arab, Authorities differ on this point, But Islam claimed to 
be "the religion of nature" itself, "the faith of primitive man," and it is 
known that liohammad addressed letters to neighbouring rulers, calling upon them 
to accept the new faith, 


(2) Orthodox Islamic doctrine claimed the world for Islam, It distinguished 
between "Dar el Islam," whore Islam is cstablishcd, and "Dar cl Harb" (thc House 
of “ar), which has yet to be won, The expansion of Islam was regarded as a 
religious duty, and should be undertaken as a "holy war" (the "Jihad") ,t the 
initiative of the khalit, who was both temporal and spiritual head of the 
community. Between Iiuslim countries and others the natural relation was there- 
fore onc of hostility, and at the most a temporary truce might be arranged between 
them, Actually through the system of Cepituletions, i.¢c., conecssions granted 
by the sluslim rulcr, important modifications wore introduccd into this system, 


(3) There were three _charactcristics of the orthodox liuslim Statc, 
(a) the union of religious and political power in the hends of 
the Khalif, 
(b} the application of the principles of Islamic lav, 


te) Mebelief in thewinity di islam, 


Citizenship was determined by rcligion, and 2 iioslem who lived in an infidel 
country was considercd a member of the one iioslem Statc, 


Actually, none of these three charactcristics are to be found without modifi- 
cation in any Islamic Statc, past or prescnt, There have been rival claimants for 
the Khalifate, and today the Khalifate has been abolished, Islamic law has been 
liable to modification from "customary law" and the impact of othcr legal systems. 
Theological and racial diffcrcnees have constantly split Islam into rival camps. 
"Pan-Islamism" of the type promotcd by Sultan Abdul Hameed is outmoded, and a loose 
cultural cconomic fcdcration of nationalistic Moslem Stetcs is a more probable 
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event. But it should be noted that Pan-Arabism is essentially Islamic, i.e., 
the religious element is stronger than the racial. 


(4) Minorities within an orthodox Moslem State have always been given a 
subordinate position, Polytheists, if they refused to accept Islam, were 
supposed to be killed. "People of a Book" (like the Jews and the Christians) 
were "protected," but this meant that they were liable to be subjccted to legal, 
social, political and economic oppression, Everything depended upon thc 
attitude of the Muslim ruler anc of the populace, Christians snd Jews formed 
separate judicial units within the Moslen community. 


(5) This orthodox type of State is incompatible with any true international 


ee 


(a) it is essentially theocratic, «nd recognizes Islam as the sole 
basis of full citizenship, 

(b) it accomplishes its purposes of a single world-wide Islamic 
Stete by force, and not by voluntary agreement, This applies 
also to the current popular idea about the coming of the Mahdi, 

(¢) it subjects all non-Hoslems to a permanent position of 

subordination, 

(d) it implies a variety of legal systcms within the State on a 
rcligious basis, 

(ce) its legal system is rigid and antiquated. 


At the same time, it should be recognized that 

(a) the sanctity of Treaties is -. religious principle of Islam, 

(b) on the whole there has in practice been considerable toleration 
of Christian and Jewish minoritics, 

(c) Moslem jurists have admitted thc cogency of certain fundamental 
principles underlying Moslem lew, and others have accepted the 
nossibility of modifications in the legal system according to 
circumstances, Thus it is said that "The King can limit the power 
of the Judge as regards Space and Time and Case", and egain that 
"Necessity makcs permissible what is forbidden," 


But the orthodox Islamic position is that "the right of interpretation" of 
Islamic doctrine is now ended, so that we find greater progress today among 
Moslem governments than among Mloslem theologians, 


(6) In point of fact, fcw Moslem countrics today, if any, are strictly 
orthodox, Most are, from thc orthodox standpoint, irregular, They have 
accepted many political conceptions from the West such as democracy, self- 
determination and nationalism, which contradict strict orthodoxy. The Angora 
memorandum, for example, stated a few years ago that "Laws vary with time. It 
is absurd in our day to talk of a truc Khalifate." Egypt in its public law, and 
also partly in its private law, follows a non-rcligious system. The Moslem law 
has been restricted to questions of personel status. The Montreux Convention 
recognized the permanent existence of National Civil Courts. 


(7) There is a struggle going on in nost Moslem lends today between the 
conservative forecs which rctain the political idcal of orthodox Islam, cnd the 
progressive forces, which aim at uniformity with Westcrn political conccptions, 
Some would favour the restoration of the Sharia (Moslem) law in its cntircty. 
Others would follow an cclectic system, combining clemunts from the Sharia law, 
with those of Testcurn codus, 
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Islam in the past has shown a marked capacity for adaptability to its 
environment, The question is whethcr it can survive as a religion, while 
modifying its political system, Moslem countries can only fit into a modern 
international order in proportion ss they cease to cling to strictly orthodox 
politicel doctrine; 


PROBE EMS 


0B. 


The existing problcms may be grouped into two classes - 
(A) ‘Those problems that arc rclatcd to the position of Christians, 
individuals and minority groups, rvusiding in Iluslim lands; 
(B) Those problems that arc relatcd to the attitude of Islam toward 
forcigners and forcign organization and the freedom of missionary 
service, 


(A) ith regard to the first-namcd class of problcms, "the history of 
Christian minoritics undcr Muslim rule has shown that their position has 
continuously bewn one of oppression, hardship and humiliction.......The marvel 
is,..ethat so many clung, despite all disabilitics, to the faith of their 
fathers, and that the ancicnt Oriental Churches in Muslim lends have survived 
to this day." (Madras Scrics, VI,p.68) 


The convert from Islam is normally confronted with a vericty of restrictions- 
legel, social, and economic ~- as is so clearly reported in Mrs Davis") book, TAs 
a result of these restrictions, the growth of the Church in Muslim lands is still 
seriously hampered, 


Again we quote from the memorandum of the Cairo Study group as follows: 


There arc two reasons why the Church has failed to understand its rcespon- 
sibility srcgarding an intcrnationsl order, Its thology has been concerned 
almost exclusively with the salvation of the individual, It has not realized 
thet the salvation of th. individuel, to be complete, involves .lso the redemption 
of cll rclations in which hc stands to his fcllowemen, Many Christians have 
followed a pictistic and quietist course, concentrating on the development of 
their own splirituel life, Also, many arc committed to an interpretation of 
prophecy, which cnticipates a specdy return of our Lord and thercfore considers 
the tackling of intcrnational and similar problems to be a waste of timc, 


The second reason for the Church's failure to understand its rcsponsibility 
it has been relegated to a position of infcriority and subjccted to oppression 
and pcrsccution, The Egyptian Christi: n community hes a sense of inferiority 
vis-a-vis the Muslim majority, and also vised-vis the butter educated Christian 
community from the West. Ltets ton tie. derensive, It. feels thet its influence 
on political, social and other questions is infinitcsimol, The paternalism of 
the government, also, docs not encoursg. individurl initiative in these questions, 
These Christians who are intcrested in political problums are often strong 
nationalists, and consider international commitments as possibly dctrimcntal to 
Egypt's independence, 


~ 


eel: Nutyie, 


The Church, then, necds_ to reviso its thcology and vo clarify its thinking. 
Once it has begun to realize its responsibility for both national life and the 
intcrnetional order, it must use its best cndceavours to cffccet an improvement in 
then, This it cen do by calling attcntion to those aspects of the Christian 
Gospel which point to the nccd for just nnd generous treatment of onc's neighbour, 
a right understanding betivecn nations, and the harmonious cooperation of ell men 
as one humen family. It should stand for the settlement of all disputes bcticen 
nations, and of 211 cconomic, political, and social qucstions both within the 
nation, and as between nations, on a basis of law, justice, and cquity. It 
should demand that ell negotiations between governments be carricd on in o spirit 
of sincerity, truthfulness, and respect for intcrnational obligstions, It should 
regerd the naturel divisions of reece, colour end nations as designed by God for 
the enrichment of the life of all mankind, It should encourage its members to 
form groups or "cells" for the pronotion of = better intcrnational spirit, and 
for active perticipation in all movements, whosc aim is the improvement of 
political, social, and cconomic conditions. 


To achicve thesc aims in both national end intcrnational lifc, the Church 
mignt;- 


(2) encourage its members to engage in prey-r for the vhole world, and to 
be morc internetionnlly-minded in thcir intcrcvssions and thcir thinking, 

(b) promote lectures, discussion groups, snd confcrcneces cspecially among 
students, pastors and Church leaders, 

(c) give cxpression to its thought in ncvspaper articles, magazine articles, 
books and pamphicts, 

(a) arrange for the cxchang. of litcreturc .on these subjects, and, where 
possible, ‘establish i, librerysyiniti the holy, yor cxnmplolro! rete ron nc 
Carncgic ifund, 

(ce) work through cxisting Church organizotions, such as thcological 
seminarics and Sundsy Schools, 

(f) cooperate with other churches in studics and practical activitics, 

(g) engage actively in activitics for intcrnational fricndship, c.g., 
closer fellowship with othc-r churches and fricndlincss tovards forvign students 
resident in the country, 

(h) cneourage the Christian community to makc its voiec heard in promoting 
progressive legislation for the improvement of social and cconomic conditions 
and international relations, 


The Church hes also a contribution to m-ke towards the solution of 
the Pelcstine problem, Christisnity stands historically midway betiecn Judaism 
and Islem. The Christian Church may, under God, act 2s a medintor between the 
Jews and the Arabs, It should scek to fulfill its ministry of rcconciliation, by 
enabling these tio pcoples to understand cach other better, It should also be 
able to show how within the Christien Church Jews and Arabs ean meuct 2s brothers. 
It can do much to case the lot of the Jew in othcr lands, by showing fricndship 
towards persecuted Jews, by hélping them in thcir distress, by inducing Christian 
governments to offcr them a refuge, and by coopcrating with them in activitics of 
social reconstruction, 


in Muslin lands, the Christian Church should show 2 more frivndly attitude 
towards individual Moslems, remembering thet thcy too arc brothers for whom 
Christ dicd, It should encourage within Islam all those movements which tend 
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tovards intcrnational cooperation or which have as their eim social and cconomic 
reconstruction, The Christian conmunity should not hcsitatc to play its part 
in influcncing lcgislation, and in raising politicel, social, and economic 
standards in lloslem countrics, It should encourage some of its best leaders to 
take an active part in national and political life. It should give its support 
to those Moslem forces which are seeking to makc democracy and frecdom realitics 
within thc country. 


(B) With regard to the attitude of Islem towards forcigncrs and foreign 
organizations and missionary freedom, we need not here cnumcrate the concessions 
granted under the "Capitulations," These signify the fact that in actual 
practice Muslim rulcrs found it to their matcrial advantage to come to terms 
with forcign infidels, In certain countrics of the Near East the rights of 
missionarics at the present time are derived from the relics of the 6apitulation 
system, (Madras VI - p.72 ff) Another consequence has been the treatment of 
Christian minoritics as disaffected groups who have suffered the vengeance of 
Muslim fanaticism and nationalistic movuncnts, (Scc Madras VI, pp 88,89) 


SOLE QUESTIONS 


1, “ith regard to the problems of minority groups, can or should any 
intervention by forcigners or forcign governncents be suggested? 
(Sce Madras VI, pp 148,149) 
2. hat can be done to develop ahd support a “Charter of Freedom"? 
(Seo Madras VI, p 149, WMrsiDavis, pi7) 
3. Should missionary frecdom be dependent on treatics? (Sce Madras VI, 
p:150) <ig., Is it desireable to press for the’ observance of clauses 
in the Lausanne treatics with Egypt? Or, Should the provisions of 


the "Mandates" bc insisted upon in urging legislation rcgarding the 
civic status of converts? 
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New York, NiY, 
March 16, 1942 


DIGEST OF REPLIES TO FOUR INQUIRIES 
Submitted on behalf of the Committee on Work among Moslems 
To persons formerly engagaged in such work 
1941-42 


I. What books have you fomd most helpful in your thought about Islam, and in your 
relations with Moslems? 


Replies scarcely yield generalizations of major importance. Manifestly not intended 
to furnish comprehensive lists, they show that book -CGuaintance with Islam has 
been gained from widely varied sources. Eighty-three (83) titles are mentioned, 
sixty-five (65) of these each by one person only. No single monograph is referred 
to by more than four persons, and no single author is mentioned by more than five. 
About half the replies include general works descriptive of Islam. Only five speak 
of books on Christian-Moslem relations, while five refer to books other than the 
Qur'an written by Moslems. Three only make mention of biographics of Muhammad, of 
works on the history of Islam, or of works on Christian-—Moslem argumentation. (These 
matters appear, of course, jn the general descriptive works.) A good number mention 
books peculiar to their own fields: Arabia, Turkey, Iran, Indic. 


It is evident that no composite pattcrn of formative literary sources can be drawn 
from these replies. It is not the delineation of some such pattern desirable, to 
make sure that the works of leading Islamic scholars receive attention? 


Titles mentioned by four persons: Bevan Jones, People of the Mosque; Levonian, 
Moslem Mentality; Sell, Faith of Islam. 

By saith persons; The Prosentation of Christianity t Moslems (1916); Gairdner, 
Reproach ° Islam; Macdonald, Aspects of Islan. 

By two persons: Arnold, Preaching of Islam; Barton, Christian Approach to Islam; 
Hughes, Dictionary of ate: Klein, Religion of Islam; Kraemer, Christian Message 
to a non-Christian World; Muier, the Caliphate; Macdonald, Religious Life and Atti- 
tude in Islam, Muslim Theology and Jurisprudence; Tisdall, Muhammedan Objections; 
Watson, What is this Moslem World?; Zwemer, Arabic, Do eorine of God. Also "bocks" 
by Cash, Harrison, Goldziher, Pacers Margoliouth, and "Rethinking Missions". 

Some titles mentioned but once: Hitti, History of the Arabs; Koclle, Mohammed 
and Mohammedanism Critically Considered; fapeniun, Lexoren Analyzdé; Henri Masse, 
Islam; Muir, Life of Mahomet; Morier, Hadji Baba of Ispahan; Palmer, Introduction to 
translaticn of the Qur'an; Prander, Mizan-ul—Haqq; Rice, Crusaders of the XXth 
Century; Richter, History of Missions in the Near East; Simon, Animism in Islam; Tor 
Andrac, Mohammed; Ameer Ali, Spirit of Islam; Muhammad Ali, Religion of Islam; 
Gheazzali, Autobiography; Cuocley, Social PS Ae abe ee Dewey, Democracy and Education. 
Fosdick!s devotionel books; Walter, Soul Surgery. 








The complete replies to this and the other inquiries are being filed with the 
secretary of the Committee on Work among Moslems. 


II. What other helps would you have been glad to possess, which you did not have and 
for which you felt a need? 


One realized too late the need for o course in the School of Islemics. Another 
deplored lack of accass to the Encyclopaedia of Islam and to the Encyclopaedia of 
Religion and Ethics. Need is expressed for studics anc publications specifically as 
follows: 
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1. Books of Reference. 

Index to the Tranditions. "Wensinck makes a beginning." 

Index to the Qurtan. "Not a concordance. Weitbrecht Stanton's is far too limited 
and does not tell most of the things one wants to know." 

Handbook of Moslem Dogmatics, comparable to a systematically arranged Handbook of 
Christian Dogmatics. 

Analytical Commentary on the Qurtan. 

Collection of usable passages from the Qur'an. 

Collection of parallel passages from the Qur'an and the Bible. 


2. Monographs. 

Showing the spiritual experience of Moslems. "Probably found best in devotional 
works...E.g., a story of the experience of a Moslem when his wife died, expressing 
the comfort he found in the Moslem faith...Such personal testimonics and devotion- 
al helps would open a new ficld of sympathetic contact with the real religious 
values in Islam." 

Telling what Moslems are doing in social service. 

Explaining the hold which Islan has upon the common people as a popular religious 
faith. 

Showing the reaction of the New Movement in Islam on the religious life among the 
Moslems. "I have wanted information about this reaction, but I could not get it." 

An unbiassed study of Moslem ideas of Christ and of Christian principles. 

A history of Muhammad without prejudice in either direction. 

A history of medical missions among Moslems. 

Books that appreciate the truth in Islam and bring out the points in which Moslem 
and Christicn agree. 

Biographies of missionaries among Mosloms. 

f. history of European-Moslem relations. 

Also---Books written by Moslems. 


5. Forpractical guidance. 

Detailed records of the experiences of Christian workers in personal dealings with 
Moslems. It has been suggested that every iaissionary be urged to keep such a 
record, to be made available to others in some suitable way. 

Case studies of particular situations with individuals end groups, to determine 
specific objectives in these situations and possibilities as to method and result. 
"There is sutficient material on generalities." 

Instructions regarding personal conduct according to Moslem ideas and usage. These 
should cover the daily life of both men and women, and include the conduct cof 
Moslems toward Christians. 

Studies on the application of religion to personal problems, based cn an understand- 
ing of human nature and on geod psychology. 

A study surveying fields of possible cooperation vith Moslems. 

A study cutlining programs of possible rapprochament with Moslems. 

Toward a non-controversial basis on which Christian and Moslem can work out modern 
problems together. 

Realistic studies in the growth and maturing of a working philosophy of life and 
attitude. 


III. Do the current objectives and methods of Christian work among Moslems and the 
underlying conceptions seem to you satisfactory? Or, would you "question their 
validity," as does 2 recent writer? (Professor L. Levonian: Studies in theo Rela- 
tionship between Islam and Christianity. Page 100. "Perhaps nowhere in Christian 
service is there so great need for questicning the validity of thc dominating ideas 
28 in the task of evangelism among Moslems.") 
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A digest of replies runs the risk of unfairness to some who have shared in making 
the inquiry a success. fEach expression of personal opinion should have separate 
consideration, and then such conclusions shonld be drawn as seem warranted. However 
the answers received do fall within broad lines of classification as follows, each 
statement being taken practically verbatim from some individual reply. 


Class A. In the matter of objective, method and underlying conceptions there is 

nothing peculiar to work among Moslems. These are the same for all missionary work. 
~The Moslem is to be approached as an ordinary person, a sinner needing Christ.... 
not as a Moslem... There is only one objective, to teach truth...that Christ should 


be lifted up...There is but one Christian approach and there can be but one: state- - 
ment and demonstration, as when any truth is presented. 


Class B. Opinions differ so widely that it is hardly possible to speak of "current" 
objectives, methods and conceptions. 


Class C. Objectives and methods are satisfactory; do not question their validity... 
There is no ground for questioning the validity of full and free presentation of 
the Gospel of salvation with a view to acceptance of its blessings and duties openly. 


Class D. Current objectives are valid, but methods must be studied...Current meth- 
ods are quite satisfactory, but they must be adapted to changing conditions.... 
Methods are valid, but are they adequate? Mcthods may have become stereotyped; we 
must advance always...Methods must be found to meet the new problem of nationalisn... 
In Persia, methods must be found to meet Behatism, vhich seeks to align itself with 
nationalism. 


Class E. Validity is open to question...Much in the underlying conceptions seems tc 
me unsatisfactory, particularly the pitting of Islam against Christianity, and vice 
VOrol«.. « 


Decidedly not satisfactory... Results do not justify the effort expended...Objectives 
should be greatly broadened, and methods adapted accordingly...Conceptions which 
stress the superficiel (baptism, creedal statement, name) should be controlled by a 
more realistic conception of objective. These conceptions may be valid, but they 
should not control or inhibit approaches which consider them secondary...Objectives 
are too exclusively personal and individualistic, and do not take into account the 
larger national and social horizon...Present conceptions and methods neglect (a) a 
moderate and reasonable approach, as opposed to the so-called "fundamental": (b) a 
true and reasonable presentation of the Trinity, as opposed to the ideas of the 
ancient churches which Moslems suppose to represent the gencrally accepted Christian 
belief; (c) a right idea of revelation, liborating us from legalism and recognizing 
instead the communicating of free, progressive onergy... 


Some have been led to state more or less fully what they think tho objectives, 
methods and underlying conceptions should be. 


The aim is to persue them to become disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, openly 
and unashamed...The grc wing tendency to favor secret Christianity will not help. The 
Moslem should stay in his ovm home and community, but be baptized as ean outspoken 
follower of Christ, having confessed his belief openly and united with the Christian 
church...I do not approve of the appeasement policy of some colleges in the Near East. 
We should respect the honest convictions of Moslems, but never soft-pedal the Christ- 
ian message. 
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There is no place in the Christian program for that which knowingly temporizes 
or compromises with untruth or with partial truth, which I presume Islam may be con- 
Sidered to be. But this program is motivated not by dogmatic austerity but by lov- 
ingly personalized persuasiveness in deed and word. Room is gladly made for all 
that is good and life-giving in religion everywhere, but attitudes are discriminat- 
ingly alert---yet tempered through the reconciliation of the Lord Jesus Christ... 
Our approach should be more positive, knowing the Moslem mind and its workings, 
knowing what their religion considers essential, being able to state clearly the 
positives of our owm Christian religion to that mind so that they will be appre- 
ciated and accepted...We must more and more find areas of agreement. 

A Christian is one who in the most important aspects of his life starts with and 
acts from those conceptions and especially those motives that Jesus did. No one 
does this perfectly, and many move strongly toward this without being conscious of 
just what they are doing. We should therefore omit using the word "Christian", and 
using the spirit and conceptions of Jesus move people toward them without worrying 
about names, history or formal conceptions, until these can be useful for individuel 
or social progress toward being Christian,..In contrast with a high scholastic edu- 
cation based on American ideals and standards, which makes them scorn home and native 
land, students in missionary institutions should be given a practical, character- 
forming patriotic training, with deep reverence for God, whether Allah or our con- 
ception of a loving Father. 


Take example from successful missionarics among Moslems...Spirit—filled lives are 
more effective than dogmatic theology. fFriondly, sympathetic approach, recognizing 
the fact that we all have the same basic instincts and the possibilities of spiritual 
development, is indispensable. We nocd first a more adequate conception of the 
basic ideas underlying our own ideals, 2 re—interpretation that will more adequately 
reveal God's purpose in the age in which we live...I think we need to take more cog- 
nizance of the religion in every man and appeal to it, seeking to find out the reli- 
gious ideas of the Moslems and what needs they fecol which are not mct. We have a 
common growid in the need of God, a reasonable hope for immortality in « spiritual 
environment, and assurance of the forgiveness of sins and the help of God for right 
living. We should place reliance on the powor of the Gospel left to tell its own 
story under the guidance of the Holy Spirit...We need the imagination to put our- 
sclves in the Muslim's place, so that we may know how our approach will react on him 
eeedust being a friend will pave the way...We have approached the Moslem too much as 
a "problem". We need to sense him as a person like ourselves, then we can share to- 
gether our experience and build together a richer life for cach. 


The goal of the Christian mission is to bring men into living fcllowship with 
Christ. This is not attained unless a conscious ect of faith, such as open confes- 
sion, is made. Jcsus endeavored to bring men to this conscious declaration of faith 
in His power to save. We cannot attempt less. Its difficulty is 2 challenge, not a 
reason for giving up evangelistic cffort...Life without testimony will not reach the 
Moslems. Social uplift is good, if it docs not lose the Christian objcctive. A 
creedal and argumentative approach is nat helpful. These things come later. Much 
more personal work can be done, even under present restrictions, in Turkey and Egiypt 
Use of the Bible and personal testimony ere the two great mdhods. Uphold Christ and 
tell of Him as a personal Helper. Get people to pray to Him. When Ho answers, they 
will know. When Christ is knovm as a living Powor, pcople are not troubled about 
the teachings of the Trinity and cross. 
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Have certain missionarics specialize in interpretation of the scientific mothod 
to young Mosloms in thought and social devclopment...Indirect approach by fully 
qualified men seems to me the most offective...Mcedical and social wolfare work 
among the simple Moslem folk; modern scientific cducation among young people of 
intellectual ability; good books for these latter, avoiding controversial subjects 
»»eAmong Iranian Christians there is a strong current that the witness of paid 
evangelists, native or foreign, is of no valuc..,I feel that objectives and methods 
today are more like those of the disciples and of Christ than they used to be. 


IV. Do you think there is reason for undertaking a comprehensive restudy of Chris- 
tian~Moslem relations? 


A few replies express doubt, cach reflecting an aspect of the meaning of such a 
restudy to the writer, which cxplains his hesitation: 


I wonder how far there are Christian-Moslem "relations"? What is there, accepted 
by both partics, as "Relations" between thom?...If restudy begins with the idea of 
appeasing Islam, I should havo nothing to do with it. It is following a wrong lead. 
The tension between the two reli;i ns is fundamental, and is resolved only when the’ 
Moslems accept Jesus...Fruitful study would be possible only by the individual in 
his own locality, because Christian-Moslem relations differ widely from field to 
field,..I coubt if the thing needed will come that way. Rather through fresh 
approaches worked out by each missionary in the light of a new philosophy of sharing 
with the Moslems our experience of God, and a new fire of the Holy Spirit. Like 
many Americans, the average Moslem has not a very cffective oxperience of God. We 
are missionaries because we do have such an experience, although conscious of falling 
far short of the gifts given to us..sI have more confidence in the cnitivation of 
personal relations with Moslems in the spirit of fricndship...Yes; but preferably 
after the end of the present World War, when undoubtedly there will be need for ad- 
justment,.No; restudy the basic reasons for the sickness of soul of the church at 
home r) 


The majority are favorable. Some say simply "Yes" or "There is ample reason." 
Some are emphatic. Some give reasons; 


It is desirable always in 2 changing world...Specially desirable to meet new 
conditions and opportunities after the war, when all will be plastic. (Many write in 
this sense,)..,Thcory and practice should be reviewed in the light of fresh investi- 
gations..-Where would the State Department be, if limited to a 1916 vocabulary? 
Hocking's "Living Religions and a World Faith" gives additional reasons...Higher 
critics among the Moslems themselves already are sifting the wheat from the chaff. 

A great Moslem scholar with a knowlcdge of comparative religion as well as Islamic 
theelogy could render.a great service. 


It is necessary. Moslems in Turkey have changed radically in the last two decades. 
They are growing more tolerant, in many cases more irroligious...The validity of com- 
monly held conceptions regarding work among Moslems is questioned...lWWe necd to study 
the Roman Catholic point of viow that Islam wes the first great schism from historic 
Christianity and the Protestant Reformation the sccond...It is felt that results do 
not justify the efforts put forth. 


It is inevitable. The progressive, adaptablo missicnary is constantly restudying 
the situationand constantly adapting and changing his approach. The Boards at home 
would do well to keep abreast with this change that is contant and inevitable..... 
{slam docs not allow us to romain stationary. It is not a fixed thing. Also, as a 
constant challenge to the basic teachings of our Faith, it compels the missionary to 
think thom over. 
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Some replics mention lines with a restudy should follow and problems which it 
should seck to solve: 


Let us get all the information we can from those who are working scriously among 
Moslems, and compile it for the help of 211 who believe in the effectiveness of such 
undertakings....Let us gather overy holp from scholarly study and sciontific methods, 
and inspiration from real experiences of those who have worked for Mosloms, and 
specially of thosc Moslems who have caught a vision on some Damascus road of the One 
whom they once persecuted and now call Lord. 


Such 2 study should begin with an inquiry as to the actual attitude of thoughtful 
Moslems toward the Christian way of life and standards of character...The Gospel 
needs to be presented with full understanding of the barriers which present them- 
selves to our Moslem hearers...Such a restudy should make very clear the ressons 
for the antagonism of the Moslem to Christian approach, and discover the way to re- 
move it...There is every reason for studying Islam with a view to avoiding presenta- 
tion of the Gospel in a way which produces only misconceptions and disgust. 


Restudy needs to include not only the specifically religious items of historical 
differences and possible values in Islam, but to give lerge consideration to the 
whole impact of aggressive Western life on the Near Eastern mind. The missionary 
movement is involved in the general movement of Western expansion, and we mission- 
aries cannot separate ourselves from other influences penetrating the Near East. We 
are not only to be the transmitters of a spirituel experience, concerned with 'spirit 
ual helfulness to individuels'; we are to offset: the brutal impact of economic and 
political intrusion into the Near East. See Horton's "Can Christianity save civili- 
zation?" 


The need goes deeper. We need to aa again what it means to be «2 Christian. 
That is being done with faltering dceps by some people. It is throwing much light 
on the Christian approach to Islam. "Rethinking Missions" was a long step in the 
right direction, but it seems to have been more or less abortive, and for many people 
premature...eThe whole problem of Christien presentation here’‘and abroad calls for a 
comprehensive, penetrating restudy...There must be scme basis on which a sincere Mcs- 
lem and a sincere Christian can find their way together into deeper truth and ‘reality, 
assuming an openminded search for truth. 


From replies already included under Part III we gather the following aims for a 
restudy : 


To know what Moslems are doing in socicl service...\ic. must more and more find areas of 
agreement...TO understand fields of possible cooperation with Moslems...To work out 
programs of possible repprochment...To work « out a new philosophy of sharing with the 
Moslem our experience of God. 


The Near East Christian Council Inquiry and the Conference at Hartford, in November 
1940, were in this general direction and should be utilized in further study. There 
are perhaps other points of view that would Re of immense value...Let these who are 
making converts or who have made converts have a hand in the study...Restudy dees not 
mean that what was good in the past should 88 bal ocandel MAN rros restudy needs to be 

comprehensive or not depends on the conditicn of ‘the given country. In Iran, definite. 
ly, emphases must be brought into line with the need for meeting the nationalistic 
Spirit. If similar conditions prevail elsewhere, the same kind of restudy is indi- 
cated, 
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